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To the children of the World: 

Isn't it a pity that nations sometimes go to war with each other and people get killed 
and homes are wrecked and young and old men and women live in fear? 

Isn't it a pity that those who are small and weak are sometimes bullied by those who 
are big and strong and there is no one to stop them and people don't get just and fair 
treatment? 

Isn't it a pity that some people in all countries and most people in some countries 
don't get enough to eat and are often ill and live in misery and die of horrible diseases? 

Look at the second picture in this book. It is a picture of people from many nations 
sitting together in the United Nations trying to arrange that there should be no wars, 
that all people should be well treated and that there should be more and better food 
and less illness in the world. 

This is a difficult task because the world is very big and people are not always kind 
or sensible. All the same we cannot give up trying. We are better than wild animals and 
theref ore should behave much better. We should think together and help one another 
and not be savage like animals. 

This book will tell you something about the United Nations. And I hope you will like 
the pictures. Also I hope you will grow up to be kind to other people and peaceful and 
just. 

Ahmed Bukhari 

Under Secretary of the United Nations 
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In the city of New York, 
on the Atlantic coast of America, 
is a big and wonderful building. 

This building belongs to 

you 

as much as it belongs to anyone else 
in the world. 
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Inside men and women 
are working for YOU. 
And day and night 
thousands more 
all over the world 
are helping them .... 

to keep 

THREE PROMISES 

that have been 
made to YOU. 
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When you know 
those 

THREE PROMISES 

you will understand 
why there is a 
UNITED NATIONS 
and what it means to YOU. 
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But first let's talk about 

you. 



YOU may be tall and thin, or 
YOU may be short and fat. 

YOU may be dark. 

YOU may be light. 
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But whatever 
you look like. 

you 

are an important 
human being - 
a person. 
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you 

live somewhere on our earth along with six billion people. 
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We know some 
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and 

a pleasant 
place 
to live. 
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you 

want to enjoy a 
happy healthy life, 
don't you? 
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You don't like to think 
that people may come 
to hurt you, or your 
family, or your 
friends. 
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And smash, wreck and destroy things that make your life good. 

That's what happens in war. 
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That's why the 
UNITED NATIONS 
made their f irst promise. 

That they would try to stop us having any more wars 

EVER! 
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Probably right now YOU are asking, 

"Why were there wars, anyway? And how can the 

UNITED NATIONS 



stop them?" 
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One reason why wars started was ^ ^ ^ffT m i - 

that whole nations were ^ff ^ ^RT^ftcT #tti 

afraid of each other. 



They fought each other 
because they were afraid of 
what would happen 
if they didn't fight. 
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you 

are probably wondering 
how a nation can be afraid. 
Just what is a nation, anyway? 
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It's a piece of land 
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and the people who live on that land. 

Some nations are very big. Some nations are very 
small. But they are all made of people who follow the 
laws made by their governments. 
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But large or small, most of us 
love our country 
and obey the rules 
made by our government. 
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When members of the 
same family quarrel 
and each wants 
his own way, 
that's not a 
happy family. 
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When whole groups of families 
quarrel with 

other groups of families 
in the same country 
and fight each other, 
that's not a happy country. 
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When whole nations quarrel 
with other nations, 
that's not a very happy world. 
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So after a big war the leaders of many nations got together 
to find a way to live without fighting wars 

EVER AGAIN. 

This getting together was called the 

UNITED NATIONS. 
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All the leaders of the government worked 
together like a big sensible family. 

They decided right away to make 

Promise Number 1: 

To try 

NOT TO FIGHT EACH OTHER. 
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When one nation 

disagreed with another instead of fighting, 
they talked it over until they found a sensible way to decide 
what's right and what's wrong. 
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To help keep this promise to YOU 
the 

UNITED NATIONS 

made 
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Promise Number 2: 

that YOU and all 
other human beings 
in the world, 

will be treated fairly whether they are 
weak or strong. 
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You know yourself 
if you are treated 
as fairly 
as anyone else, 




then you usually don't want to start quarrels and fights. 
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Promise Number 3: 
the UNITED NATIONS 

made to 

you 

was that they would 
all work together 
to help each other have better 
and happier lives. 
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So the UNITED NATIONS sends people out to all parts of 
the world to share with other people what they know 
about making life better. 
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For instance, 

isn't it better to teach people 
how to raise food more easily 
instead of 
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having them hate you for eating better? 
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Of course, it is ! 




So the UNITED NATIONS 
is working day and night to keep its 
THREE PROMISES. 

1 NO WAR. 

2 Fair treatment for all human beings. 

3 Better living for everybody by sharing what we know. 
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THREE PROMISES 
TO YOU 
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END 



